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FROM THE :EDITOR'S CHilR 

Nol Notl Noni Recently a provincial noWSpeper 
plDliehed quite a lengtb;,- oocOW1t of an interview with e 
collector of Msgneta and Gel!III. It cont ained some interest-I 
i,ng deteils eboiJt our activiti es, but fllso, unfortunately 
some regrettabl e statements about th e elleg ed value of copies 
of th e two papers. For instanc e , it wee eeid th ere ere 
b~liev l.'d to b e only four copi es of th e first issue of the 
Msgnet in existenc e and they are ~ ~ !! ~ ~· 
:rurther th e re eder wee told that "01.i Boys • nook Club 
members exchange copi es fo r sums varying from one shill ing 
to £10 or £15." 

Now it is true th et some report ers lov e big figures 
end aren't above doing e littl e multiplyingj it' s happened 
before now in our 0%perience. I don't know if it wee • 
columnist or the int e{viewed who wtoe et fault in this c·eae , 
certein it is thet it is e thoueend pities this old bug\, eer 
of infl a ted prices h 11s cropped up again, particul arly tis 
her e it is more exagger at ed than ever . · 

In one perticul er , however , ther e is no ov er-estimet e , 
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the t is t-.., statement tha t only four copies of Msgnat Jl'o.l 
exis t. l.ctually there ere eight, possibly nine , in our 
circl e , but, four or nine, I don•t think sey of our members 
would b.: fooliab enough to pay £50 for one of th em. I hop 
not, anyway. Neither st a ll the Club mee tings I hs,re 
att ended north and south h8"e I soen s coll ector noncbslent 
ly bending e tenn er over for a singl e copy of BrIT paper. 

It is tru e that in verioue forms of coll ecting one hears 
of strange things happening . ;. stamp coll ector, for I 
instanc e , will pay e handsome sum f or a specimen just becsuse 
of a flaw in tho printing, Bnd a millionaire will hand over 
several th ous and pounds fpr en old meeter even though he 
knows not th e sl i ghtest thing about paintings He does i 
;tust to be abl.: t o brsg about it. 

Ilut surely in our li tUe world we have s very diff eren 
motive. '!le collect, sureily, becaus e of s reel genuine 
regard f or some part i cular paper , or papers. We find that 
th ey recall happy boyhood d',,ys , end that we can re ed them 
with es =ch enjoyment as in the days of long ego. We 
that ow1Dg t o the inex ora bl e law of supply end demand we mus 
pey more then in the deys when we could trot along to the 
nt1Wssgents withs copper in our pockets . Jl'e,rorth eleee, fo 
heaven ' s ask & l et us keep a s -,nee of proportio n . I em in 
t ouch wit h our membors es much es eeyon o, end I k:na'II' tha t 
t ho gre et majority ar e f ellows with modest incom es who hav e 
to think in shillings r ether then pounds when desirous of 
pur ch eeing e few of th eir fa vourites. l.nd th at's going to 
be th e case mor e then ev er es tim e goes on . 

So vihon being int ervi ewed l ~t •s be mod~st , don 't f ost er 
this inflation busines s , don't br oadoest e stetem ent that 
you•v e got e smell fortun e in the hous e . If you do th er e 's 
elweye th " risk thet some wide boy will be coming elong end 
pinching th e l ot • 

Seriously, though, if th ese i d888 persist there's e · 
danger of th e fescineting hobby of st ory peper collecting 
bec oming no longer e relaation for the av erage men, but • 
buein eaa for super-tax pay ~ra only. 
Postsc ript : No sooner had I written ell this then I r eceiv 
e poet-cerd sGnt cut bys bookseller on the eouth coast (on e 
outs i de our circle} offering f our Megnete, one 1914, two 191, 
one 1933 and ~ Gem 1916. Thr ee hed no c over s , one stDrtcd 
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ct pFge 3 , ond c,11 odi:ri.ttod t o be"s oc~>whf't frayed" . 
(..n e th er n~t ~ fr ,•.!! someone who has s een t hee seys they wore 
in disgraceful condition ) . Price for th e five }0/-: 
~ell, th ~r e y ou are. 

Something Diff er ent . If ol d-ti mers •,, ould like t o r eo 
s gein of events which created gr ee t int ~r est st tho tim e I 
r ecommend th em t o gat in touch with C. E . F. Vonni.more , 25 Dyro n .:.venue , ~/.ost Hounslow, Middl esex . He can offer 
in mint c~n ditio n pepors lik e .i.runrers, Poars on•s ryeekly, 
Tit- bi ts, I de~ s, LonJon Opini on , London le!l'il .J ohn J1ull, Pnd 
"" DY mor e . I've had quite a nlll!lber llnd t hey meke very 
ebs orbing r eed ing. 

()llissi on end Erro r: J,,:st month I fo r go t t o give the 
edd r oso of th o RcPding ond llcrkshir e Review , end I ,:p s s oon 
payi ng the p ena lty fo r C11f s tupi dity. ~ ry , if ~ny of yo 
er e sti ll int or . st ed, it's llllrk et Pla ce , Reeding." It's the 
ilerch nuob cr y ou went, of cours e . 

Lnd in "ilT!J r ~forence t o th e P~rts r.,cuth Groyf'ria re Club 
lJ/1 wr etched hcndwri ting mede !!le sey "Ports mouth Club 
Libreri Pn". It should have bee n £!.!l Libre ri en-.- -

;.nd , oh y es, quite e number drew my at t ention t o th Pt 
1/ld. on th e cov er . I nev er notic ed it until I hPd got 
n~rrly ~11 the copies posted. 'Frei d it ,.,,.s sn err or th o 
Ne chPncc , f pric e r educti on y et . ;rrywPy, it shows bow 
th oroughly y ou ch aps ex~min e the C.D . ~nd I t cke tha t es c 
compli r.iont. 

It Hrpp cncd ct Foylas: I ' vo jus t boon l ooking through 
e copy cf Foy l ob 5oo kshop Mr.gr zin o ( kin dly l orn ~d mo by 
St &nley Sci th) which cont~ins r r eport c;f tho luncho on to 
lll'rk t ho publiceti on of E . S. 'turn er 's "lloys c-lill le Boys". 
Oh y os, I know it's ol d hist ory , but in vi ew of ey fllv ourit e 
t heme, thet we wvro pio nt::-ors t s omo r emPrke of Hr .Tumo r• s 
er e worth quo ting even now, f '>r I don't think t h.:y go t 
publicity e t the tim e . Hor e t hey ero : 

"\"/h en I first t ook the plung e s t this subjec t (}f ;Joys ' 
thrillers I w~e very int er est ed t ~ find th ar c wer e groups 
of pc0plo who m,t r..,gul ~rly t o hol ' d iscussi on groups 
ebout th o li t er ctur o t ,1ey ree~ when t h&y we= young. 
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Thoy ~iscuss&d the r al«rt i ve shortc omings of Sext on Blake 

end Nelson Lea, end whether Greyfriars was e mor e 

plausible scsde,cy' thBn St.Franks . I think th ose people 

,pust be chuckling at the thought that s=e five hundred 

people have gathered here t , -dsy insoire d by the same 

s , rt of affection fo r the l i terature - of their childhoo d • 

.und the five hundred i ncluded such notables es 

Cumptun Mackenzi e, Sir John Hlllllllerton, Gord on Harke r, the 

Headmaster of Repton, and Arthur .Askey. 

Oh yes, Mr . Turne r , we, the i r mast er s chuckled, end 

er e still chuckling. 
Yours sinc erely , 

!IE!raERT UX:KEND}' 

DEUl'H OF A FRIEND 

By Herb ert Leckenby 

During ~ long years employed in a husy t eleph one 

exchang e it has b een ~ l o t t o hand l e maey a cell which has 

br ought s orro w t o s omeone . On t he morning of 'Jodn osday , 

March 26th, I received one which meant s orr ow f or me , f or 

ov er th e line I h eard Norman Smith ' s vcice·saying , with a 

catch in it , "P oor Reg Hudson died suddenl y on Sundey sfte 

noon . " Ev~n th ough I knew full well th at ~ ol d fri end j 
hs e b een a v ery sick men I was stunned by th o sudd enness c 

bis pessing, and of the l oss t o our littl e community. 

I first made Reg ' s scqu eintence s ome ni n e y ears ago , 

and it c eme about in en int er esting way. One night whils• 

un fir e watch during the war I came ac r oss a l ette r in e 

Leeds evening pap er signe d "Megnc,tit o". Th e writ er paid 

tribut e t o th e work of Charles Hamilt on and sai d he would 

<!e arly lik e t u got in tc,uch with him t o thank him . I 

enawcrod that lette r inviting the writer t o get i n touch 

with me when mayb e I coul d get him his wish grent cd . 

"Magnetit e" proved t o be Tom Sinc l air, but I als o ,-,ot 

sev ar el other letters, one of them being frcm Reg Hudson. 

Some tim e l et er Reg , Tom and I mat one ni ght in Leeds end 

wi t hin e few Clinutes were lik G o ld f r iends , PS so often 

h appens in our happy brotherh ood. 
During t he y ears th et f o ll owed Reg e n1 I met fr e quently 



- --- - -- --- --130-
He hed more then his share of trouble a nd sev eral b ~uts of 
illn ess. ~lhilst h e ""s in h ospi tel some y evr s eg o ho 
r ec eived th o sad news t ha t his wif o bed diod su1donly. Aft er 
that, exc,;p t f ..,r th e compecy of his son, th en s t sch oo l , ho 
l ed e r a th er l on e ly lif e until our little f'rat erni ty WEB 

orgenisec. I kn ow th e t meant a gr ee t deel t o him , f or he 
oft en tol d me so. 

He h ad e gr eet liking for the work of Charles Hn:nilt on, 
espec i ally th e St.Jim 's st ori es , 8nd l oved t o talk Pnd 
correspond eb out them. 

Came th e f orming of th e l!orth ern Section , O,D. D.C.; 
sho rt ly afterWErds Reg ~•s appoint ed cha irmen, end en i dee l 

one he made , with his heppy knock of saying just th e ri ght 
tbi.ng. I cfln aee him now es he 'Welc,"lmad s ome new-c omer .a 
kin dly smil e l ig hting up his rugged f eatures. 

Last Mt>y he was one of th e littl e party which a tt ended 
t he momon,bl e London meeting. Ther e in a pe rf ect littl e 
sp eech , full of s inc erity end f eel i ng , he end eared hims elf 
t o e ll our Londo n col!n'ades. How ha ppy everyon e WP S that 
day, we littl e kn ew of th e tr agic event that WES l ooming 
ahead. 

He r e turn ed homo s n.1 e dey or twc l e ter was struck dow, 
with e gra v e h ea rt attack, en d rush ed t o hoep i te.l. For rnen.i 
deys he "" s v ery near t o d eat h. '71~ who vis it ed him f ound 
him surprisingly cheerful , ev er tal king of the tim ~ when he 
woul d be abl e t o ge t beck t o t he mae tinge, which mer nt s o 
much t o him . lit er sev er a l weeks he go t his discha r ge , 
ev ~n t houg h a ward s i s t e r had once s eid, omin cusly, t het h e 
wee p vary si ck man. He wee c t home f er fl week er tw o, 
only t o return t o hcspi tr l f or e few da ys. 

Then cwne a strenge, inexplicable ch ange in him. Gone 
was the lWimet ed conversetion, neve r onc e di d we s ee th ot 
kind ly smil e . ~le .mo visited him, Ger ald, Norman , Vere pn, 

~s elf were d istressed. It made one 's h eert eche, t o see 
him cNuching over th e fire in his little ro om. He s oeced 
to be obsessed wi th s ome ar eed fear; 'Je tri ed to cheer hil 
bllt I em efr aid •110 fail ed; cnly onc e did we succ eed i n 
get ting him t o e meeting. 

I c alle d t o s ee him on tr. ~ '1.ry of th e J.!Prch mee ting . 
How difficul t I fo,md it t o t e lk . On p erting h e d i d say h e 
woul d try F !l c! ge t t c t he i mpcrt : nt mceti il{5 in .:,.pril. ' !e 
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gripped bends end eeid Goodbye. I walked BWeY eed e t heart , 

but little thinking that it wes s lest Goodbye. I 
The end c8111e suddenly on the sftern .>on of Sunday Xerch 

2}rd . He wee only 47. They buri ed him 1n l!unelet Ceme t ery 

the toll o~ Thur sd ay. The Northern Sec ti on O.B.D .C. wee 

represented by Gerald Allison, Nonnen Smith, Tom Sinc l ai r 

Bnd lu bert Thomes. 
Even now I CMl hBrdly reelia e thet n ever eg,,in shel l 

we meet 1n City Squer e, t e ll< Clu b metters ever e cup ot tea , 

end t ake the rord t o th e meeting by ""7 ot ';ioodh ouae Moor. 

Key th e ea r th r est lightly on ycur greve , Reg,deP r 

fri end end one of the b~s t . ~" ' who knew you will mies y ou 
when we ge ther in th a t room with s o meey memori es of you. 

POPUL.'ill P.:J>EliS OF THE Pim 

llo.1 7 - Ti p-'l'op ':"lt ekly 

By Ht,rb ort Lecken by 

"Tip-'l' op 'ifoekly"? Kever heere of itl I con hea r you 

soy. •:,en , pe rh aps y cu h ev en•t, f or y ou s .:,e , it wee an 

;.m.,ricen five cent pape r f er boys of the long ego , y ot I 

think e good cese cen be meda ou t to r including i t in this 

series. For one re eson , it WDB c ertainly popular for it 

r en t o 050 numbers ot l ecs t. , 1hE"t 1 s mor e , it had cuch in 

common with the Megnet end Gem, so surely thet•a e suffic i 

r eaaL n . Hor o •e why . The st ori e s thr ougho ut concern ed t he 

ecmo main chorec t ers; th ey were ell wr1 tt en by one man, 

under a pen neoe; th o euth or wee id olise d by J.mericsn yout 

just es Chorl es Hemilt on her e , end the st ories were r e

printe d in b ook f orm, th e lleds l Lib r ary, thr ee or four t o

gethe r in th e menner of th o School boys ' Own Li brPry . The 

only diff er ence wss t ha t th e chsrec t ers grew up. 
Fin el ly quite e number ot our ..\merican cousins take s 

gree t in t erest in mon;y ot our p ape rs, s o WilY n ot r e turn the 

complimen t of l ooking et one ot th eirs. Thot•s just one 
point he r o t hough in de aling with Tip Top 'Jeekly. I shel l 

be writing mainly from memory of a paper which di ed e l ong 

t imo ego , s o it I ge t a li ttl e ea tr ey I em sure they will 

excuse me. Now down t o braes t t>cl<e. 
The au th or of the "Ti p-'l'op" st or ies wee giv ~n ea 



Burt L. St Dndish , but his r eal n r me was Gilb ert Pat t en. 
I be li eve it is tru o t o say that he wrot e every single one 
of th o eig ht hundred odd st ori es. He di ed towards th e end 
of the Wf\r , and was m"urn ed by countless men who had l ov ed 
his st ori es in thei r youth . 

The st or ies dea lt with the ad ventures of th e Merri well 
br o th ers, Frank end Dick, end wer e publishe d by Str ee t end 
Smith , a concern almos t as pr olific in its output as our 
Amelg,-met ed Press in its h eyd ay. "Ti p-T op " M d e l ong st art 
on our "Magnet" and "Gem" fo r 1 t st ert e::I ear ly in 1096. For 
th o first thr ee y eors or so it h vd }2 page s in add ition to a 
col our ed cov er , th e p age sis e b eing r littl e smell er th en 
thl1t of th o Negnet. Then th e siz e wee incr eos ed t o ab . •ut 
th at of th e " Det ectiv e r1oekly" still wi th J2 page s, t h e type 
woe l arger t han t ha t of our pap ers end ve ry easy on th o eyes 
The prio e wvs f i v ~ cents and th o pape r cerri ad t h<> s l oge n 
n~·t.ll i ~eel publi crtti on f or the Amoric~n Youth" . 

Fr ank Merri well was th e elde r , f th e t wo br othe r s , end 
th e sta rt f un d him ente r ing Forde l e :i.cademy. He pr oved 
t o be c gre a t athl et e , en expert at • l most every g emo, 
osp eci ~lly b as eball an d f ootb all. In th e early y ovr a of 
th e century "Ti p -T op" and o th er public at i ons from th e house 
of Str ee t & Smith us e,1 t ~ come acros s he r o r egul arly, and 
ii! remember how in 111/1 t eens I woul d cycle ov er t o w eds t o bu; 
th•a~ "Ti p -Top" wva 111/1 spe ci a l f avourit e end I re ac it s o 
keenly th ~t I go t quit e P goo:l. i dee of the rul es of baseball 
f JDT sp ort playe d a gre at pert in t he s t ori es. 

!. f avourit e t heme with Burt M. Sten dish was the bitt er 
onof11/f who ult imr t ely beceme b es t fr iend. First and fo r a
most in Fr enk Merri well' s casa was Dert Ro1ge . St :mdish 
wes excellent at ch aracter dniwing •n d I cen r omanb er J ack 
Diamond,~ prou d Suuth ern er, J a ck Ruedy , a cheery f ell ow, 
ond Herry Rettlo~tr; who wee note d f or hi s S1>oon erisms. 
Th ese were fri ends of Frank, but he ha d a ls o m~ enemies, 
s ome of whom, however, he "cunvert ed". Many of th e st ori es 
c.eal t with th e evils of drink and ga mbling omong :.mer i c al 
youth. 

came 
l eava th e 
railroad, 
Engl on.: . 

th e tim e when f or fina ncia l re as ons Fr r nk had t o 
sch ool. If I r emember r igh tly he wor ked on th e 
wont on tho st age , and came t o Burope, i nclu ding 

Lct er f ··rtun e chPnge d f or him ege in . en·! he 
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entered the great university of Yele. Than come lll81V 
at . ries concerniilg Bre8t gemea with other gre"t 11eAts of 
le Arning, Harvard end the like. 

)leemlhile Dick .llerriwell bed been illtroduced . He h&d 
been brought vp in atrenge surroundings b)' en old Indien, 
J oe Crowfoot. In consequence he we11 not quite 811Ch e plaoi 
cher!lcter 88 his brother, 80 when he went t c Fordsle he et 
first f ound trouble. He, t co , later went to Tele. 

With the coming of Dick the 11toriae were sbPre d by the 
two brcthers, Frenk hBTi.ng e run f or " time, then Dick. 
Tcw,.r<ls th e end cl'JDe Frank lllerriwell, Junior. 

Th e l"di os plcye d e part ill the st ories, just es in the 
.llegnet end the Gem, but in Tip-Top their presence W!IS more 
pronounced. Deing America, this is perhaps not surprising. 
It did not sp oil the illteraet of the st ories, however, end 
W!IB nPturel s eeing the boya wore growing up. In the cese 
of Frenk th..re were m girls whose lives he sev erl on sev ers 
occP11ione, feir, wins cme Elsie Bellwood, end derk, vivl'cious 
Inza Durr i,ge. For y ears controv ersy r eg ed es to whom he 
sh uuld mnrry . He eventually chose the brunette, his best 
friend Dt rt Hodge cleiming tb a blonde . ~/hen his time oeme 
the gPllent Dick had the choice between, yea I think I'm 
ri gh t, Doris Templeton end June ...rlillgton, f eir i,nd dPrlt 
respect! vely, but which of the two b eorune Mrs. Richez'd 
Kerriwell I'm Pfreid I cannot sPy. 

_.nether illteresting fe eture ebout Tip..lJ.'op ff& th o emoun 
of spPc e, several columns devo te d to r eode rs• lett ers. Th 
opp.,l'red under the h eading ".ippleus e". Hore dev ot ed re P1 o 
expr essed thc:ir lik .. s enc dislikes f orc ef ully rnd fulsomely, 
eep ecielly Pbout tho marrying of f of th e l cdies. It f1lPY be 
essumed fr om this that the reP derag e of "Tip-Top" wee 11ome-
1'hst ol der than thet uf the Gem end :IIPgnet. Meybe thet thi 
"88 su but don't forget thct quite e number of Hemilt oniens 
were quite inter ;isted in Goorge Figgins Plld COWlill Ethel 
(re11l""1ber Fi.ggy's Folly?) end Dob Cherry end the fPir l!Prj 

Sometimes ther e wee e d1scord"1t no te in the corres
pondence, ':iritere ei8nin.; themelve11 such es "I.K.Knoc 
Pnd "I.K.Xicld.ng" j .;ered ebout the morel tone of the stories 
en d epparently went on reeding them. In All likelih ood 
these l etters firat sew the U.8ht of dey in tho offices of 
~treet end Smith, ill order to bring ind:lan"nt retorts. I 
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have sometim es wond er ed if H. ~ . Hin t on hPd been reeding 
Tip-T op when h o published th os e in cre di ble l e tters from 
Me.ste r 11Melp esa 11 llnd his kind. 

I believe I •m ri gh t in s aying t ha t n ot l ong ego th er e 
wPs r n attempt t o put Fr onk Merriw ell on the Pir, but th a t 
it wes not P success . I em n ot goi ng t -, be 1r""'1 in to en 
ar gument es t o whether th er e ege 1n th er e wee something in 
common wit h Grey-fri ars. 

Ther e is s omething a le e th ough wher e th e Magnet Pnd 
Tip...JJ'op er e much al ik e. Copi es of th e once thriving 
~a ric ~.n weekly Pro very ec erce end cons equently donwnd 
hi gh pric es Pvere ging meybe • dolla r ( 7 / - ) A copy. For 
tb l't reaso n I ttm nf rai d th ere is littl e obenc e of me r en 
acqUL?int ence with t hese popul ar ohe r ec t ers of !11/1 youth. 

l'LNTED: lie l eon Leos ol d se ri es 105/111 , 130/147, 166/167 
Pnd 337 . For Disp osal: I,. number of S .B .L. present series 
early llU!!lbere. C H Churchi ll, 123 Pinh oe Roed , Exete r. 

A FFJJ ;M. GEMS; No.l l d . Gem, Boys• Own 3d Lib . end 
oddment s f or dis pos a l. '/ANTEil: Nugget Pe ter Flint se ries 
Lot o ' Fun, .illy Sl ope r , odd copi es , Pnd cort•1n Aldine 
TUrpins. 'ii . H. Cl ough , 3 Fonthill Grov e, Sele , Mtlnch eeter 

.AN~,:a!S , Po~r son •e ~ oek.ly, Ti t- Bite , ! j ess , Londvn Opini on, 
London Mril , J ohn Bull, e tc. e tc. hlint condit i on . Pr es erv e 
by s ecret proces s, 5/- per doz. sss ort ed. Post fr ee , from 
C. E . F . Vennim or e , 25 Byro n :.venu e , "Jest Rcunslow, 
Mi<ldl ~sex. Owner of ~!o . l of 11Megn et 11 

- "Gem" end "Greyfrisrs 
Her ol d" e tc. etc. ..leo 150 No. l ' s of pori orlic "1s fr om I 
1908 onwm-ds , no t f or se l e . Collect i on cons ists of ove r 
30 ,000 period i ce l e . 

':llillTED: "Uni on J ec k" 096, Sext on Bl ak e Libr ari es le t Seri es 
54 , 57 , 219, 229, 233, 241, 253, 271 , 276, 283in 307, 312, j 
325, 356 , 358, 360 , 366, 371. S,>cond series , 1, 0 , 16, 
21, 25, 35 , 41, 42, 73 , 77, 52 . Good Prices offer ed . 
J osephin e Psck:men , 27 .:.rch dsle Ro• d , E . J)ulwich , S .E.22. 
1.!eny thenke t 0 a ll f e ll ow colle ctors Who h eve supplied !11/1 
.,..nte 1n th e pos t. 
1J..INI'E!h Megnete 1087, 1008 , 1009. G~ms 1087, 1038 , 10~9. 
Nelson Lees 550 , 55 1. n.v .3onno tt, 64 DudLy n" . ,Tip t on, 

'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---"-St~rfs. 
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Conducted by Herb ert Leckenby 

Echoes of Grpriars Television. . Controv ersy re ge a 
still. I em indebted t o Len J.llan f or s cop7 of D.B.C. 
Viewer Reee1.1reh Nowaletter No .29, end h e gi ves me permiaaio 
to quote whet ""a aaid t M r ein . Hero it is in full. 

Billy Bunter of Grcyi'ria.rs Schoo l is perhsps nsturs ll:, 
enolJ8h hDving o b etter recepti on from ita 70,mg sudienc 
then when it is r epea te d f or adults in th e ev enings. For 
tb o first thr ee epiaode s in this series, the children 
swarded React ion Indices in th e late 70'a, the adult s fel 
tbe programmes were worth 61, 62, 62, reap ec ti vel:, . Her 
..re. some co11111ents - whi ch speak for thems elve s - up on th 
seco nd episode -

'":,e enjc,7ed th e first one but f el t we bed bed quite 
envught" 
''l'/hy were we not le ft with our childh ood memories? 
Fortune t el:, , this pr oducti on b ore no resemblanc e t o th 
Gre:,f ri srs we knew, end so did not disgrec e it. The 
acting i s amateurish in the worst sense . Ver:, poor 
stuff . 11 

Whil e l!llley viewers said th ~t ee ch fresh edi tion showed 
sol!le impro vement, psrticulerl:, in ecting snd 1n th e ve rv 
wi th which it wes put across, the msj crit:, seemed t o f ee 
that tbe words "chil dish" end "smsteurish" eummed up 
"Dill:, Dunter" so f er. 

Not exectl:, complimenter,y, i s it ? However, now t o 
quite o diff er ent at or,y. J oMh Derringto n, r adio critic of 
tbe "Sun de7 Chr onicl e", sei d 1n t he issue cf 118rch 30th, 
thet Jc) Herringt on ·wes quite s atisfi ed end ther e was e 
possibility of e new series l ater in the year. He sak ed 
f or post card s es t o whether or n o r eedere w,,nte d Bunter be 
Here's what he said th e f oll owing Sunday. 

"1.B a result of tho lar ge st T.V . bs ll~t of rq entire 
critical axperience, I hPve to tell Miss Jo:, Herrington 
the t Sunday Cbrcnicle vote rs by e 94 per c ent maj ority 
wont Bunt er bock es s oon ca possible . 
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They regerd him ea the gr ee test T .v. cha r ac ter 

creation since Muffin the Mule. 
And since these postoerds seem to b e divided equelly 

emong children and adults, I assure tha .t the edul t 
"repeat" progran:ane at 8 p.m. is also wanted." 

Well, there you ere. "lhetaver you thi n.k ebout Grey
friars on television, the controversy raging round it is 
very absorbing. 

Now once "88in to the "Autobiogr ephy''. It hes had 
some good notices in th e provincial pso ere and ther e wee 
quite a lengthy one in "John o• London's Weekly" , (I am 
ind ebted to Ii. T. Thurbon end Raymond Hopkins for copies ) • 
Her e ' s quot e s: 

"Thi s Mr. Hamilton is worth knowing . Consider his 
echi evement e. He must b e among th e most prol of ic 
writ er s of modern tim es , having pr oduced about sixty 
million published wor ds. His r eede rs , whose numbers 
er e bey ond computation, er e so re ed across five contin ents. 
He hes ent ertained three g one ra tions of schoolboys with
out heving onc e ha d r ecourse to vulgarity. And he bee 
creeted,in Billy Bunter, one of the b eet known cbe .r ec ten 
in English fiction. Here, surely, is distinction ." 

Of t he famoue Orwell- Hamil ton bettl e of arms th e writ e, 
sa ys: 

"Of th e quality of his work only tho s e 1111.o wn ,e fortu 
nat e enotJ81, t o r eed him consis t ently during th eir boyh oo, 
can t ~s tify. One of t he ret>sons W!.y OXWell t r eated it 
with such eaper ity is th at he t ried , e s Tolstoy tried 
with King Lee r to aesociet o it with r ee li ty . He could 
not beve made a worse mis tak e. G. Ir . Ch~sterton onc e 
observ ed t!w t t he truth about Mr. Pickwick is that h o is 
a fairy; this is also th a truth about Billy Bunter. Se::, 
is tebu in f • irylend, end s o pr esumably er e "cl ass fric 
tion, trade unioni sm, strikes, s lumps, employmont , 
Fascism end civil wer'' J it wee th er efor e not circums pe c1 
of Orwell t o b e eurpria e<l et th eir eba ence from the 
"Uegne t" end the "Gem" . 

The review f inis hes on thi s nic e not e: -
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''I/hen Charles Hlimilton hea finally cloaed his typewriteJ, 

one profoundly hopes thet a boy,,' writer aquelly ateeped 
in the bwD8ni tiea is read;, to tak e his plec e ." 

Agr <1edl But th8 cry will go up from P legion of 
Hemiltoniane, "Yee, if poaeible, but not yet." 

The Toa Heny book.a aeem to heT e ude a real hit. "11th 
the April nwnbere we sh ell he..-e C. H. Ohepmen • a worlc on the 
covera. Jlasnwhile hera•a a rerl- of lfo'a 3 end 4. 

The Hew Tom llenY Book.a. Nerch issues. 

No.3. The Men from th e Peet. Once egein Reginald Talbot 
of the Shell finds his past life with the croolc8 of Angel 
Alley rising up egainat him . 

Try as I will I jwit cen•t lilce Talbot. It is a ceae 
ot "I do not lOYe thee Doctor Pell, the reeson ~ I oennot 
tell." 

BoweYer, I did enJOJ' this tale, and the ending wee T&ry 

aetiafectory . I hop e that Talbot 1'111 now be given e pa~ 
-t ola8Jl sheet. He hee earned it • 

Ho.~ . Who ltalfRvd Reil ton. ..n excellent story w1 th .art.bur 
AlagWltua in the beat role tor ecea. The B.B.C. Brains Trwst 
often diacwiaed th e definition of a gentlemen. Well, Guaq 

ia a gentl811f!n, there is eimply no dea;Ji.ng it . 
And whet e grend descripti on of hie fi&ht w1th Cerd-. 

It renlca with the classic scrap bet....en Tom Brown and 
$logger WilliSIDII . 

Cerdew tae Ced is repidly becoming enother Poneonby. 
I find him too bed to be t:rwi. 

And now, Mr. Clifford, whet !'bout " tPle st arring the 
chep we bo~ consider our feTINrite St..Ti.ll 'a chPrecter -
Goorge FiQrine of the Hew Howle? 

G:DlAW ALLISOli. 

THE PICTllRE--FlWIEJiS 
!![ The R&T. A. G. t'ound • 

Some months ego, ea reedera of the C.D. alr eedy laloW, 
t he Midland section ot the O.B.B.C. wea bonour9d with e Tisi 
from Mr. Ch8pmen. On thet memoreble occasion st;f wife end I 
wer e d~light ed t o heve Hr. ChPpmen e tey overnight with ua • 
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Before b e le ft next day Mr. Chepman very kindly presented us 
w1 th three pictures which he himeel1' bed painted. There "88 
e fine water-coloured head of Harry Wharton and two small 
but attractivo oils d.>pioting natural soener,y. 

Of course th e first thing which I did with the pictures 
1188 to tak e them to be framed . You know whet a good f r ame 
does to s picturo? It enhsncea th o value considerably. It 
ellows tho picture to epp oor at its very bea t, as we oure elv os 
eppeer st our beet when we ere neetl;y and decent ly dressed. I 
It gives the pictur e an egreoeble set ting, end provi des clean 
edges t o whet may otherwise be rath er blurred outlines. It [ 
produces a si tul>tion in which oll th e finer points of the 
picture may be noted. It is only courteous end just to s 
good pi cture to give it P suitabl e frame. 

Needless to say , th e frames lu,ve done :f'ull justice to 
lllr. Chapmon' e paint ings. Before tho;y were fremed, I though 
thet one of the oils was not quit e so fin e as its companion. 
It now appea rs just es bee utiful, eM its companion looks 
even more magnificent then it did when I first sew it. 

A very large numb.er of us ar e enthusisstic sdmire re of 
the genius of Chnrles H~mil ton. Wo er e deeply grpteful to 
the Grend Old !,!en 'Who MS given ""' many hours of he Pl thy 
entertainment to millions of boys end girls - of el l egos -
during the psst fifty y eere. We want hi e 9/0rk to b e duly 
recognised, end speciments of l!:is beet writing to be h•nded 
doo,n to future genera tions. ChPrles Hamilton, to av think 
ing, h PS the right to b o ranked with such ;:reet etory t ellers j 
oe Rider Hsggsrd ond Conan Doyl e - who, I ho pe, will s till bo 
r eed whon most of th e eminent wri tare of th e past thr ee 
quarters of a century er e , p erll2ps not und ese rv ed ly, 
forgotten . 

But although we ecc l eim th e outet a11ding excallanco of 
Charles H~mil ton, we ought sur ely to recoeniee the splendid 
h81'>-work of th e Steff et F.leeboy Rouso who combined to pro
duce th e "Comp~nion" P6pe rs end oleo "The Roli dey Annual" . 
I had it, from Mr. Ch~pm~n himsolf, that they were s happy 
bend , with en ~lmoet boyish keenness in th oir juvenile pub
lications. Quite • number of them showed r em8rkt,b le skill 
in th ei r spociel contrib utions. 

I hop o thet most of you ere famili~r 'Hi th th o Bunter 
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booka. They are not all equally good. Frsnk Richards is 
not on tap fona in every one of them. He is, however, 
on absolutely typical tap t'orm in "Billy Blmter•a Barring
Out," "Billy Bunter's Cbriatmea Party" and "Billy Bunter•a 
Poatel--Order" . Yet even when on e r eede such excellent 
ye.nu, ea those, one does not get quite the i.mpree•ion, -
"thrill", or wbstever you care to term it - which one got _ 
and mPJ still get - when reeding th a old lo!egnata. The 
t'ect is th at Fre.nlt Richards wee not the whol e 'Msgnet. The 
mein dish 18 not the whol o meal. The picture unt'remed ia 
not the aeme ea whet on o hm:lga on the well. 

The )fegnat - or the "Gray:fri ere" of our memory - ia 
Frank Richards - end, Fr onk Richards end ChepmBn, Reynolds 
Shi e lds and MoodonBld - especially Chapiiien Fr enk Richerd 
~ e ll contributors to the "Greyt'ri ere Herald Suppl ement", 
n ot le ast of whom is the recorder of Doctor Birchenell. 
( I wee very dis eppointa d when F.R. assured me that he him
s el f was not responsible for St .Sem' s). Frank Richerds 
ond all th e Greyfriere rhymesters, whose verses were often 
i:iost clever; just try to write some youreelf1 your own 
b<lst efforts in that direction will probably be as near the 
Greyfri ers reymestere' es th e BTerage spurious ''Frenk 
Bichsrde" yum is near the genuine Hamilton.) The ~et 
was, in other words, Frank Richsrds end ell his picture 
fr amers. . It is the old frame which we miss in th e Blmter 
books. 

Not every picture framed is framed co=ectly. Some 
pi c5ur es ere actually spoiled by th eir frames . The 
illu s t ra tions, by !,!ecdoneld, ere , on the whol e , e useful 
eddi tion to the Bunter boob, es also er e the illustrations 
- by th e same artist - in the first two Tom Kerry books. 
But why intelligent publishers s roul.d think thst the 
illustrations in the other Tom Merr.r volumes coul.i hl'Ve SIIJ' 
velue whetever - other then anti- coamerciel - is surely 
beyond one's normal tmderetending, The two b oat of the 
other Tom Merry books ere ''The Scepegreoe of St.Jim's" -
much the finest yern in the whole Tom Merry aeries - end 
''Talbot's Secret". Thee s ere mBrred only by the illustre
tions on th eir wrappers. They are ectlu!lly more ettreotiv 
then other Tom lllerry boolal b ecause they l,:,ck interior 
illustrations. .l. picture fr amed in euster e neetneaa ie 
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f ar b ett er then ona Which ia fra ~.,J in ornate crudity. 

Ther o ar o , os porh.sps you know, aome often-quoted words 
in Ecclesiasticus XLIV, "Lot us na,r pruse famous men ••• 
rich men furnish ed. with sbUity ••• Th~r o be of them which 
have left a nsm<> behind them, ••• And some th or e be which 
hs vo no memuriel." All honour to ChSJ"lea Hamilton, who "88 

undoubtedly th e brein of Fl eotwey House . Mey hia shsda,r 
nevor grow l ess. But ell honour, too, to thos e who were 
his most helpful coll eagues - tho s e 'oho entered light - but 
whole-heart edly ibto th o production of Greyfriers - those 
who, by fr aming th o picture perfecte d its app eersnc e. Thero 
were maey gients - st Fl e etwey House - in t hose deys ! 

E . S. llROOKS AS AN IMITATOR CJF fil.~:ILT ON 

By S . F. Jones 

Brooks h.se admitted the authorship of coriain imitation 
stories. I don 't think hi s list is compl ete. During the 
years of World 'Jsr on e his contributions to tho Gem, for 
instance, ere betray ed by certain stylistic poculisriti es. 
"Kildsr e 'a En""IY" f or usmple (about which I hl!vs written) 
sha,ra definite BrookBien ch11rscteristica, although he does 
not eppesr to r ecoenise it M his own. 

It shoul d be carefully remembered thet when 1mi teting 
R~milton he did not run ri ot with his Nels on Lee style. 
Restr ~ining his ~tursl exumbersnc e h e betrays himself by 
only o few surf ace errors of diction. Ria pl ot s er e 
generelly feebl e , boring end unconvincing, of cours e , but 
there is en ett empt to follow the Hamiltonian track. He 
missed, whet e l l imit ators h ave misse d , the sophistic a tion, 
the iroey, th e effortless ePse of structure Which b elong to 
Hamil ton elono, Brooks writing Hamil ton is like e smell 
boy weAring hie father's clothes. He re a lly excelled et 
writing stories of St.Fr enka. I sey ag ain that b or e with 
ell his faults I admir e him gr ea tly. But to have him write 
of St.Ji.ms end Greyfrisrs - th e thing's ~ossible. The 
eleganc e of th o one cen never bo captured by anothor whose 
chi ef ohersoteristio Wf'B e br eezy end rollicking exub erance. 

Brooks wrot e th e Cas tl eton Seri es, th e !18nrli'orth aeries 
the Gem atory "The Houaemester•a Peril", "Rivals in Sport" 
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Bnd some oth ers not menti oned . Let us s ee whrt Wd c~n 
gleen from them. 

"The HouaemE'stcr ' e Peril" shows th ese chl' r .,cto ri11tic11, 
(11) the adjectiv e "dotty" on pcgee 2 , 5,.Z2, 19, 
(b) The word "bif!ed" on pegs 3. I hove not noted th.111 

word abov e, bu t it ie definite ly Brooks i<1n. Neturelly the 
redoubteble Bendfortb uses "bi!!'', probebly ee often f'S he 
punches Church end J.!cClur e. 

( c) "Briekl,y'' ( noted ebove) occurs on pages 12 end l}. 
( d) "!!11 sons" end "my son" eppe er page 18. 
(e) "It e ceme m18hty curious," soya Ke= on pago 5. A 

bend is described es "ecrswly''. This would ht>Ve 111Bd e 
Hcmilton stare and gaep. He surely would have written 
"scrawling''. Both things er e typic8l o! Brooks ' lack of p 
polish. A criticism of the forme r axpreeaion is given 
above. 

"Under Felse Colours" hss these cluoe : -
( e) ''Dotty" on page 12. 
(b) " lllY son" on page 11. The !wndforthien "my led" 

,.ppee r s on pege 14. 
( c) "~ Goodness" occurs on pege 6. 
(d) The question with concluding "eh?" in Linton's t,.lk i 

with Ccetl eto n . The eteid end severe Linton uttering P 
thing like "Qet ting tired of it, eh?" ie completely out o! 
chrrect er. If ever he eeiJ this in Hemilton you might hav• 
expected the skies t o fell, Note th e fomilier ton o -
only St .Frenks masters converse thus with th eir boys. 

( e) ' rl' s er e dropped from the and' s of the ced 1 11 t .. lk. 
"Tom Merry en• Bl cke en ' thot crowd," se ya }(eche. Br ooks 
forgets t ha t Hemilton•a cede ere satisfie d with dropp ed g 's 

(f) The in eligent "gulp" occurs on peges 3, 4, 6, 8 -
1111eid I.len with r. gulp." 

..-.nether cheracteriat i c t hing ebout this st ory 111 t he 
introduction of champagne et that dream party of Castleton 
end his friends. ':lldle that orgy wee going on I was 
m>iting fore word which would describe its r esult, and , 
sure enough , I f ound it on pogo 16, the edjectivo "squi!f'y' ' 
OJ:18 o! our suthor•a favouri t e words for "drunk". I s hould 
howeve r, menti on th at c h2mpegne mes actual ly drunk b:, 
Levison o. Co. mid tho word "quiffy" e_mployed in e gen uin e £ 
Remi l to n Gum of 1916 or 1917. 
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"Rivsls in Sport", e blu a end white Gem, shows some Brooksi en 
chsn:cteristics lilta "bif!llll!'' on page 4, end th e verb "!lush" 
in th e sentence: "llr. Gr en! el flush ed." I have not noted 
this word abov e , but it is almost ,entir e ly Brooksien. a 
ch s nicteristic lapse of t es t e oc curs in th e question, 
"Have yau. f e ll ows swellow ed your t ooth &toppings?" 

3. Conclusion 

Brooks w"8 much bett or in the Belson Lea t han in 
Hemilton •s p ape rs. He could not b e shackled by imitation 
of F writer whose chio! characteristic was e l egsnce, 
delicacy of dicti on and sophistic e tion of 1118nnar. The resul 
is general ly something f lat , ineipid snd unsetisfectory. 
Comper e for instance that full end tedious thing "Riv als in 
Sport" with th e brilliens Ezte Quirk e series I 

r,LGNEJ'S, Gems, Nels on Lee s, Union J acks, Thrill ers end 
m,,cy oth ers f or s ele . J . Dow, n King Street, kbcrdecn. 

COUIJ> .".NYONE PLEASE h elp me with th e f oll owing:-
llegnets 681, 882, 925 (5/- each of f ere d); scy be tw eon 737 
end 959, 2/6 eech; 1920 holidey Annuel £2, ~4 9ur pric e 
f or .li!egnets 1365, 1381, 1382 , 1385. Gems 1456, 71461, 1462, 
1463, 1465, 1466, 1468, 147C, 1478, 1497, 1505, 1513, 1538, 
1555. H;;li dey Annual 1940. Populars 268, 274 , 275. Pl ess, , 
y ;;u f e llows! I have abo ut 6o Gems, some ea r ly, most l ot e 
for exchenge. Cherles van Honan, B,·x 50 , Uitenhege, 
Svuth J,frice. 

~: A11/f copies Sext un Blake Library writt en by John S. 
]lrruidon. Pl ea se writ e U. Jacobs, 149 Commerci a l Road , 
London, E .l. 

FOR :ll.LE OR ElCC!l/,NGE: Chums Vols. 1903, 1908 , 1920, 1926- 3 
( inclusive) . 1~, 15/- .Ul others 10/ - vol. 'JAID'ED: s.o. 
Gems. t.. s. Metheson, 11 :.cker gill Str eet, ''lick, 
Ceithness , Sc otlend, 

T/:.NTED in goo:! cond iti on t o compl&t o e run f or bindil'.lg . 
~J acks lies . 1068, 1080, 1097, 1115 , 1125, 1127, 1140, 
2/6 eac h off er ed. s . .:...E. - S.J .Ormo, "ll orth Dc,ne" , n New Iloe d, Utt oxc t er, St effa . 



OLD BOYS I llOOK CLUB 

London Section. .ldodern School Meeting. Surbiton. 
Sunday, April 20th. proved to be e Vfil'Y momon,ble occssi 
as a very larg e gathering met, by ldnd invitati on of Eric 
Fayne, st the famous rendesvoua by the river Thames. 
Amongst those present it wee a very greet pleasure to have 
Mr . end Mrs. Gerry Allison, Mrs. lillry Allison, Miss Molly 
.:.llis on end Norman Smith from th e Northern Section. After 
the usual formalities the first.good item on the agenda was 
a t alk on the surroundings of Greyfrisrs giv en by Bob , lb.1.ter 
end ably illustrated by a large mep, Which he bsd drawn froe 
th e one printed in th e "Magnet" No. 1672. Judging by the 
appl aus e gi ven st th e conclusion of the talk it was gr ee t 
enjoy ed ruid eppreoi s ted . CbPirmen Len spok e a few well 
chosen remarks on how refreshing the t elk bsd been. Bob 
{/hiter th en gave l atest details on the proeress of the clu 
badge. Then th e company adj ourn ed t o the "Reg" f or e te 
deer t o th e hearts of ell. After this fin e rep eat ell 
went into the grounds for the Greyfri ore Rj.ot Competition. 
~ long tr e il for some but short for others es ther e were 
only sev en complete corr ect papers finished. Results 
were E. Reynol ds lat, R.Jenkins 2nd , A.Blunden 3rd, 
G.A.llis on 4th, J. Geal 5th, !.Ira. G.Alli son 6th, end El ea nor 
Peckman 7th. Host Eric had provi ded some very good priz e 
end evan t hose who f ail ed were awarded cons ol ation gifts . 
Phot ographs were th en t aken by e vari ety of "ldann<>re" • 
Then it wee with pl easure that th e meeting wee t ak en over 
by Gerry ll.lli son, although th e first teak, after some fine 
appr eci ativ e r emarks of th e previous visit of th e Leeds 
club le s t lisy , wee to pay a tribute to the late Reg Hudson 
Ho re rd out th e written eppreoiati on by Herbert Leckenby 
and then ell pres ent observed s minut e 's sil enc e t o the 
memory of t he l e te chairman of th e North ern Club. Then 
Gerry reed out a !ew of hie temous verses he had written 
ebout the hobby. These were well received end before he 
l~ ft th e chair the mBp of the surrounds of Greyfri s rs was 
pr e sent ed to him so th at our Northern comrades will be ebl 
t o enj oy e similar tr eat es af ore mentione d . A paper on 
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)Ira. Berdell was thon given by Jl\YBelf followe d by fin e18bt 
ques tion quis which r esul ted in e triple de ed h eat, 
R.Deecon, Gerr,r Allison end R.Bl7tb e shering the first pl ece 
Sa les end exchanges were conducted during th e meeting end 
pbout eigh t o• clock the pert)" wended th eir we, round to the 
oth er school bow,e where en enjo7sble show wee hed in the 
echoo l I a k1n011B. Host Eric Feyne is to be hee.rt117 con
gretul r ted on such " fine meeting, the ladies responsible fo 
the excellent Cflterong; 1111 word , those home ID8de cakes, 
•nd obeil'llllln Len for the err,,ngements et '.ie terl oo end the 
ettend snce of the enthuaiestio member of th e steff of 
"Reynolds Newa", llr. Knight. And so homewards we wont with 
TOrJ hspp7 memories. ifP7 meoting et ':lood Green, Sund"J' 18th 

UNCIE BEIIJ' :.MIIJ. 

· : l r, c-;, · ·: Northern Section 
Meeting 239 l{yde Perk Roa d, Leeda 1 ;.pril l2tb 1 1952. 

It o a e meeting of IIUJlllbine end shed o,r , for on our 
sec ond birthdey withe report before ua of aplondid progress 
we bed t o mourn the l oBB of Q!!;t.~ l eader find comrade 
Reg fflldaon. In oponillg I sr~'-¥tfet7~ belt promise Reg hM 
mode tiTe weeu eeo I bed hop €<! t o bring him along to the 
meeting, inst ead , to ll\Y sorrow, I b od tbet etternoon stood 
by his gttve. 

Gerr,r .:.llison t h~n r eed e l ittl e tribute to ll\Y old 
triend of mscy 7 sers I bed written f or th o C. D. He did it 
wit h such deep feel ing th at th ere ,ms hardl7 a dey eye in 
th e room. 

All pr esent then stood in sil enc e for e few momenta in 
memocy of th e one whose spirit will li v e with us in tbet 
room tor IDBIO' a ds7. 

Then after the minut es of the l ast meeting ceme the 
I.mnWl Report. It r "ve s led r ver, encouregiz,g stat e of 
eff ,:,in. For instance, wher ea s e t the beginning of the 
7eer cesh in bend amounted to :,2.1 .9! ., we he1 st th e end 
f.20 .2. 7. with no licbili ties. In e1 di ti on we bad built Up 
fl libre17 worth r lll'ndsome lllllll. Libr eri en Gerry Allison 
@"Ve some intere s ting statistics con cerning library- sales. 

In view of th e h"PP7 positi on it goe s without eeyillg 
tbct s ecreta:r;y N-,rmen Smith and Tr ee sur er-Librer ien Ge>rel<\ 
.;.Ilison were r o- el ectecl without an, t o 1o . In f~c t , 
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someone eug~ee t ed thet we olect th em tor t en y eere end have 
done rl th it, 

Quickly other offici als wer e elected e s f ollows: 
Chd rmon, J. Breeze Bentley s Vic e-Chainnen, Herbert Leckenby; 
L.udi tora, Horac e Twinh e-111 f:nd Stenley Knight. 

Then come a very int er ueting subj ect f or discussi on. 
It wse pointed out th at in the libr ery tha members owned 
some vrlusbls property, y et in th e event of th e Saction 
hllVing to be wound up th ere wes nothing in th e rules con 
c erni ng i ta disp osal. Such en unhepp;y even t ariai.llg s ,;e m 
very unlik ely et the moment, but it coul d come ebout :tor 
some r eeson outsi de our contr ol, eo it wee just es well t o 
be businesslik e , After diaouseion i t wee dacided th et th e 
books woul d be s ol d in th e fo l l.owing orde r of priorit;y, 
( l ) To Northern Section Members, ( 2) To members of othe r 
Clubs, 0) To subscribers to the C.D. end c.i). Annuel, 
(4) To oth er purch as or s . 

The Amount r ccndng from such se l es woul d be divi ded 
among members in prop orti on to l ength of membership. lfembe 
not present cen have de t a il s if they wish , 

Bus in ess over ceme th e li ght er si de of the eveni.llg • 
.\ meeting without Gerry Allison woul d be like Bemle t withou 
the Prince . In addi tion t o his ec tiviti ee el.reedy mentioned 
he now c Ame ~long withe clever Quiz(won by St anley Knight) l 
end on e of his ini.mitebl e p oems. 

:10 els o be d the pleasure of wel coming two n- lllEIDbere: 
St r nl ey Sm1 th en d Tony McGerve. 

It wos e meeting whic h owi ng to its vivi d con trosts • 
will live loll;!' in th e memories of the sixt ee n members pr e sent. 

Next mae ti.llg - S!' turd&y May 10th. Highl i ght: 
e Tolk by TOJ!l Hopp art on. 

Northern Sac tion Corr espondent. 
( In vi ew of its importance I om sur e I s hall b e f or gi ven if 
I hev e trken more thlln U1/f f ei r eh~re of sp ece. - B. L. ) 

!Iii Uond Sac tion 
L.t th e Townsend Club 1 Church Str eet , Bi.rmingh,,m 1 on h!Arch }1st • 

..n epol ogy for ab se nce rec eived from Frflnk Bourne .ii o I wee st ill in hosp ital, but I ~m happy t o St'Y is on bi s f ee t 
egt' in, and expects t o j oin ue et our .\pri l PC>rt;y. 



...-~~~~~~~~~~-146 

Tho atten dance of twenty included five new faces, t,ro 
of whom decided to become regular members - Mr. -Chapman 
and Mr. Toye. Jfembera had a grand treat in the form of a 
talk ey Prank Willison on "Thia and That". Valuable end 
inter esting information was imparted, w1 th all Frank' e ald.11 
and techniqu e on our favourite subject well in mdence. He 
had brought along many well preserved vintage numbers of the 
Old Papers, end these were passe d r ound while Frank expound 
on them. An interesting point was that, when the sa les of 
the earl7 pap ers were faltering, th e publishers ver,y often 
brought in Sidn~y Drew to writ e in them and then sales would 
often rise · ag ain. Si dney Drew wee still writing f or t hem 
in 1926 , end again in 1932. Number One of "The Penny 
Popular'' which Frank poss esses hes B1117 Bunt er and his 
Poste l Order on its cover. Aft er Frank's talk he test ed 
our ebili ti es with a quiz he compiled . Boy\ 11'88 it a 
stiff•un? Thi s wee won ey one of our visit ors, Mr.J.Bal lfi el d, 
who received the prize of two 148gncts. 

A quiz on Greyfriare compil ed by Sylvis Pric e (in rh7me) 
proved to be a bit of a t eas er f or some , and no cl ear winn el 
emerged . J,. test ques ti on put by th e Sec r eter:, decided th e 
issu e . The ques ti on '1188 ''17hst part of th e old l!onsst er,y 
stood where the Grey:friars Gymnasium now is?" Norman 
Gregory wee first with th e answer which is "The Chapter House". 
He rec eiv ed th e prize of "tao Magnets . 

The r efreshw sn ts and Sales Tabl e wer e our l as t i t ema. 
Hoeting cl osed et 10 p. m. 

Our Party is on April 28th and our n .axt m- eting is on 
lley 26th, -.,hen el ec tion of Club Leaders will ta k e plece . 

"Cheer Boys and Girls, Cheer . " 
PErER MELWR. 

Secr etarf. 

Mers!!leid e Secti on. 6th April, 1952. 

Meeting open ed 7 .45 p .m. t o th e usu al ett ends nce. ~10 
wer e pl ease d t o s ee RE7 Brown, who , for business reasons, 
waa unable to get along to th e last two meetings. 

The ch airman opened the proc ~edinga by giving e resume 
on the sec t ion's pr ogre ss, end , in particular, det a ils of 
the eff ort s made re pr es s publ i city. There hes buen e 
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writ e- up on th o sec tion in th o "News-Chronicle " , which sh oul d 
b e very hel pful., des pit e th e feet that th e r e were one or 
two inacourecies. 

Don then g ev e us th e news of Reg H"'1eon 1 e deeio!l; news 
which we wer e ell most eorry t o beer, end we extorul our 
eympatey t ., ell th ose most ooncarned 1 we know be will be 
gr oetly misse d by everybody et }b'de Per k Road. 

The secre tary having r eed th e minutes, the comper,;y go t 
th eir 1'eeth int o th o quiz de vis ed b;y Edne Mervyn, our l es t 
winner. This wee en exc ell en t eff ort ( t oo excellent, in 
feet, f vr one who she ll be nam.,less ) . The winn er was y oung 
peter ":'tebste r ; nic e work, Pot er, particularly es you illl'er e 
runn er-up lest mon th . He now has th e t ea k of compiling th e 
quiz for t ho naxt meeting; we ar e l ooking f orward t o it . 

Th u mooting ended et 10 p .m. wi th the us ua l li brary 
buSine es, which, on this oc oesi on, was v ery brisk indeed . 

Noxt meeting 4t h May. 

THE I I J11'U:.J.t'' BALI.Or 

How They Stend Now 

F. CASE, 
Secre tary. 

l . Rumovo Fe.rm at Gr o~ riara . 203 
2 . Barry ':lhert on Cept ei n of t he Remove . llll 
3 . Tha t Enduring !J!Bgic . 175 
4. lJon~apb of Yvonne Carti er . 168 
5. st . Fr anks Su ccess of Failure. 166 
6 . Th G LoD<! 1.rm. 150 
7. J:.v er:y S t or:y e Gem. 139 
8 . Inside Fl ae twsy Bouso 119 
9 . Gredfa.th er Lilt ed Them Fi erce. 97 

10 . Her o of t he Sholl 90 

~ : Magnets between 700 end 900 or Bound Copies. 
Pr o-wer Botepurs, Triumphs, Skip p ers, Adventur es , Wiz ards , 
Rovere oleo coll ec t ed . Lists t c P .'J ill ott, Church Co tta g e , 
Lele hei, 1 W.C:dx . Ju s t r eturn ed from ebroed end epologies 
t o a ll th os e pr eviouely s end i n.:; l i ete f or not r oplying bef ore. 
'J I LL EXCIUJIG:C Rich er ds I uut cbiogre pby f c,r H<, li dey ..nnuel. 
Idell 4 1 ·.1C>Odlend i«>Bd, Darl ingt on. 
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!~.2?M2!...E!...£.2.~ 
: .. 11 communiceti ona t o Robert Blythe, 
46 Ccrle ton Roed ,Holl"""7, London,N.7. 

Do 7ou romember bow Carlisle, heving finished his IIIODl1 
mentsl "Hist ory of the Fr ench Revolution " , be d it burnt? 
And bow ho got down t o rewriting the whole thing again? 'Je ll 
thet'e me this month! Not th at I consider some of the 
atuff I churn out mom,mentPl , but th e Pmount of energy th at 
goes int o ge tting rlown t o writing l oave s me almost worn out 
bef ore I stt-rt. 

Lest month, ,,1th ,. fine 11snley of enthusiasm, I sotuslly 
wrote enough f or t1'll erti cl os . Approschin8 this month 's teak, 
theref ore, withe~ end c arefre e l augh, imagine Ill)' f eelings 
when I foun d thet wbPt I lll'c written was lo s t - sc n o from J 
ga ze lik e P b acutif'ul. <lreom. Ohl th e tragedy of itt 

!levertbel oss, " onc e more unt o the breec h , deer frien ds" 
one l et m~ t17 to emu.l.et e Carlisl e . 

Having us ed up e f air r.:10unt of sp Poe very nio oly on 
this pre11mblo , whilst I cud gvl what I l Pughin/(1)' c ell lllY 
brein f or somu glilrmerings of whet I'm supp os ed t o b e writ 
about, I' d bott or mek e e start. 

Let's tPlk of th e Det ective ·;ae kly thi s month PS our 
sterting point. This mrgazin e is int .;resting t o us beoPuee 
in it we orn s ee th e beginnings of Dre-ck' s sfyl e es it i s 
t c-d P)' in bi s numeroua nov Lls. .iltb ough he only wrot e 22 
st ories out of th e }00 ode that r pp eered , t hey were, practi
cr ll)' without exc epti on, Br ooks Pt hi s b es t . In th e ee rli er 
st ories 17eld o wes still his mein ch8rflcter but he l etcr, 
during th o peri od Saxt un Blrke was droppe1, devu t e<l himself 
t o writing strPigbtf owwi-rd lllYBt ery st ori es. It ia during 
this tim o tb Pt res er rcbers cPn trflce the origins of eevorol 
o! hie pres ent n ove ls, none of which suffer ed !re m he-ving 
th eir origins in e bo7s 1 pPper. One particular pl ot et 
leeet, the Puthor must b eve lik ed more th Pn othors . In 
No .1357 of th e U.J. e-ppcer ed e story entitled "Tho Terror B;r 
Night" • This t ol e.' of t> qu eer bet-lik e figure { who turned 
out t u be our ol d fr i end : ,Pld c) th at t orroriso " e oert Ain 
pert of Essex. In ,. eeriPl in th e D:,. the s ame pl ot, but 
rewritten with eove r el a,nbel li ehments, ~pp GPrud c ell ed 
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"The Cos o of th e .:.ntl ere d 14an". It wee n• t " bed st ory but 
et l ee st h e hBd done bett er . Arri/Wey, when h e hsd his f'irs1 
nov el publi she d, thi s wes the pl ot he us ed , still further 
epruced up, but with t he same titl e. 

I remember s eeing this bcok when it""" first publi s hec 
end r emember t oo thet in the publisher's blurb it stated 
t ha t th e t1uth or wes e well-known writer of' boys• et ories. 
I have en ides th at th e b ook was not " gre e t euccese beceus, , 
epert f'rom on e other, "The Grouser !m'estiget ee", that wee 
the lest under his own nsmo. It ele o expleine, I think, 
why Broo ks i s not anxi ous t o ge t much publicity in connec
ti on with our h obby. Fer if it b ecame gon er e lly known ths1 
he had bee n e writer f or boys it might have en edvers e eff ect 
on hi s book ssl es . And who coul d bl ame him. 

Telld ng of hie b ooks reminds me of something r other 
fUncy. t;s y ou knew, h e writ es un der tw o pen names. \'/ell, 
sh oul .:l you come acro ss eny of t he 2/ - e ditions of his work, 
hav e e l c ok e t th e beck ccver. On th os e of Berk eley Grey 
will be s een " three-quarter vi ew of him, bere-h eeded , 
we~ring e sp orts j acket nnd e br ee zy smile, just es we sew 
him ot th e meetings. On t hos e of Vict or Gunn, however, 
it's • diff erent st ory . Here he's weering e huge sl ough 
ha t pulle d down t o his ea rs, {he's si de-fl'ced h er e , by the 
wey), r.nd e meck:f.ntosh pulled up t o his !wt et th e back. 
Tv coaq,l et e th e pictur e he 's wearing dark gl e ss ea end SlllOld.J jg 
a dirty gree t pip e , end hie chin's sticks out lik e e bottle 
ship. il t ogeth er h e l ooks lik e s omething Arthur J ones 
dre t1med up f or e story in the ''Thriller" I 

Hcwev er, I' m ge tti ng ri gh t off th e track. In No .}10 
of t he D .,, • Pppee re d a st or,y which must be uniqu e in b oy111 

ficti on . It was ce ll ed "Enter Sext on Bla ke" end wee a 
aeri eliz eti on of a pl<7 t h at coul d have been beard on the 
w1.rel es s et t ha t tim e . Need l e ss t o sey , E .S. B. was th e 
auth or . Sur e ly th e only tim e until th e r ec ent television 
epic th et e boy s ' writ er hed a chieved auo b eminenc e . 

And now, still on th e subj ect of Sexton Dl ske , let's 
&O beck e bit in time t o the beginning of th e Sext on Bl f'ke 
Librer,y. Four of th e ee rli est st ori es (namely let Series 
No 's 6, 12, 13 & }3) ell came f ro m hi e pan end elth ough theJ 
l eek th e p olish t ha t h e ecquire d l eter ( t h ey wer e wr1 tten i1 
191 8) t hey hed th eir full quot e of excit eDent end m:rstery 
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t he t Bro oks knew how to put over eo well . 

I sh oul d imes-ine that the S . D. Lib. wee not " T&ry 

iuc.-..tive fi el~,f o• he only wrote five st ories (so far es 

!'T e been able t o trt>ce ) in the 1st Serioa, ai.x in the 2nd 

Series, end only one in the 3rd. Nevertheless, in 9Pi te 

of th e small number, they ' re worth reatling - it 7ou cm 

ge t •em. 
Did y ou kno~ th at DrookB wrote other st ories of Nelson 

I,ee outside of th e Hels on Lee Lib.? They cen be fo=d in 

th e pages of the De tective Librar,y, t ht>t ttth er ec erc e end 

sh ort-lived p eper of 1919-20. 
1.Il fer es I know, a st ory of Nelson Lee eppoP r ed in Pl 

of th e 50 issues but th e7 were not ell b;f Bro oks. One s eri e s 

conc erning "The Lea gue of th e Five Fing ers" end th e "Black 

Vultur e" ( a wo11181l, like th e Bleck 'Jo lf in the ·N .L . ) r eed s 

lii e G.H.T eed. The oth er odd st orie s coul d heve be en 

writt en by seyb ocy. However, in th o main they wer e st ~rio 

of Jim th e Penmtm end hsv e Brook's imprint writt en e ll ove r 

them. The Det ec tive Librery wee sl ig b1ly wi der t hen th e 

N.L. Pnd Tery t hin paper ,n,s used. It ,n,sn•t P very e ttr ee 

tiT e mege zin e , very smt>ll typ e beine use d end s ome of th e 

dr8Wings, pPrticul erly towerds the end , b eing s tr ccfo us, in 

spit e of th e four-c ol our printing. Still, th e s to ries wer e 

good end thPt • s th e main thing. F or most of th e time 

Nel so n Lee sha r ed th e p aper with Derek Cly de (p r obe bly re

print s ) Pnd Sext on Bl ek e , but th er e wee " s eri e l of pertic u 

ler int er est t o Lee f pna. It ,n,s c oll od "Ni pper e t St. 

Nini Pns" . It wrst of cCiurs e , P r .-?pr i nt of the e t ..,ri cs by' 

J,lruc'trell Sc ot t t ha t t'ppe•rod in th e Boys ' Ilere l d i n 1904 , or 

t here sbcuts. Coll ect ors of Sc ott's writing mey find it 

ea si er t o ge t th ose D . L's thaJl th e Boys• Hers ld . 

And now with sey luck I migh t be Pbl e t o finish off th 

list of s eri als. I h op e tho;r will fo rm e useful gui de f or 

rou and esp ee i elly t o th e chap who originelly sugg es ted it. 

Her e we go Ohen on th e l est la p of 

THE SERUIB 
2nd N .S . 156- 161. 
3rd N.S . 1- 14. 

15-23 . 

Th e Green Butt on. 
Open Thro t tle , b;f DBV'.l.d Goodwin. 
Unde r th e Fl Pg of th e Legio n, 

by J ohn tui cott. 

Thet• s t he l ot f or t hi s month. Ch ee ri o ! 



Edited by 11. U. Dond. 10 !::nr Wen. Rhiwbina. Ca,dirt . s . ·:/al.es . 
--------------------------------------------------- ----The Round T?.ble . 

It miet, t soem r nthor strange to be a l i ttle 
critical of someon e mo has just said a few kind rords 
about. u s , but s uch is t he ca se this month. .Vo are very 
pleased to Jcno,r that I.Ir. Wheeler Drydon, editor of the 
pr int e d "Collect i ng Juvenile Liter ature " ha s found plOQ .. uro 
in th o articl e s of ITalte r ·,ebb ( C. J . L. Ho 4 p ago 8) e.nd 
trust he wil l co ntinue to do so . 1 :e aro hop i ng t ;1at ur. 
"./ebb ml l bo co ming elong r.i th fu r th<>r material ero l ong 
bY tho •ID¥• That is th o bouquet to uo from 1.:r. Dry don. 
i?0 v, tho bric t ba t to him. In the 6 pag e issue of c . J.L . 
1-!0 • 3 ;:r. Dryd on de To t od roUR page s t o his editorial , and 
tho th ole o f this editorial , 'llit h th o oxcoption o f a mort 
p:lTagrap h at th e ond "'19 concerned m.t h his unfo tun ats 
oxpor i once •·hil ~ ho ""' s in England last y ear. Roa der s of 
his mag.,zin o cill kno'7 th at ho could not fin d o ut whor o th> 
Surbiti on moat i ng or the 0 . 13. B. c . oo s t a king pl a co - ..-.hors 
Er i c Fayno ' s '1!odorn Scho ol" oos ind ood sit ua tod . I can 
quit e under sta nd hio a n.-,oycnce at mio sing tho moating af'tor 
t r :i.v ol l ing a cr os s tho At lantio to do so , but I do not think 
it noce osn ry to dov ot o so DOllY pngo s of h i s 1:1ag11zi ne to 
a dot ail od des cr ip ti on of hi s sea r ch f or tho c ootin~ nl a ~n 
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Cont inuing th o Round '.'1..blo 

Four or fi vo lines of tho vory 

cl osol y printod C, J ,L , would hnvo been sufficiont fo r this 

end tho oth er pagos of tho magazino could havo boon gi von 

ov or to hobby mnttor s , I can :im!:gino that i .r , .Jryd on is 

short of matorial at thio earl y st a go in his editorial 

activitios , but suroly somc,thing could bo dono to givo 

tho mngnzino th o flavour rmioh all hobbyists roul.d exp oat, 

\'lhilo .ro sympathiso rri.th tho annoying exp orimc e o f Lrr, 

Drydon .re suggest that in future h e dovot o s l oss spa c o to 

his om griovonc oo end mor o t o tho hobby , 
I had ho:,od to give you n r oport of ttx, soco nd 

c oating of tho Sexton Bln ko Ci rcl o this month , but up to 

tho tim e of going to pross I h aven 't had any infoxmation 

at all , in fnct tho only ncus I havo had this month io a 

lot tor from llill Cole anbo to tho offoct that th o mooting 

uns sup poood t o take place at his house in Soathond on 

tho 19th of APril but so fn r ho had no idea if all or any 

of th o members ,,or e coming nnd mentio n ed the feet th at 

an O, D. B, C, mcoting had boon ar r anged for the oamo day , 

If this rns th o ca so I :a:i about to thr o" anot her brickba t. 

Surely s ,>mo bottor arrnnganont s could ha vo boon mudo to 

avoid a cl as> of matings , Isn ' t l.i· , Loon.-,rd Pa cla"'1n a 

mmbor of tho Saxton !llnko Circle? And doesn ' t ho hnvo 

aomothing to do rd.th arrangauonts fo r O.B, B. C, mootings? 

For tho unptc~'lth timo sinco 192'7 I hnvo a3<1in r oad 

thro~ ono of th e groctost Bb lc:o storios of all timo , 

Yos , it ms ''Tho Illu ck Abbot o f Chong Tu" by th o lnto C.H. 

Tood, All th ose roadoro ,·h o h aven ' t r an d thiu ya m 

s, ould ondoavour to do co for I think it o:io of tho fino st 

st orieo I hr.vo ovor rc ud and r.ios t c ortainly i t i o very 

high up in tho list of Sexton Blako ,, dventuroo , Nav or 

Jns tho dotoctivo a nd his asoistant h ::d to contend uith 

i,-oator porils and novor hav o thoy boon 3J clo soly ,ioldod 

togoth or ns in this splondi d dory , I sh ::11 h :wo moro to 

say abo ut tho "alack Abbot " lr.tc r . Of courso you n:i.ll nl 

kno\/ th:tt it u!)poorod in sorir.l foxm in tho UNIOll JACK 

in the l a 'ite 1920 ' s, If onl y Toed ·:,oro a livo to - dv.y\ How 

vividly h e r:ould bo doecribing ovcnto of the modern ,.orldl 
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I ,.oo first introducod to Soxto n Bl::k o about 30 yo . .r ngo . Sinco t hon I hr,vo r 0<.sd = ny oto r i oo of hi o c.dv ont · .. 
r oo c.nd nlthougt,. I h:::vo novor bcon oxc.ctl y o "fnn" (my chio f int er est ::-.mong ,ha t ,10 so oi'ton rofor rod to n s "old boya book o" being tho sch ool otori oa) I hcvo nl,·r.yo f'ound n gr ont into r cst in tho yum ::,. 

I ,ins :,bout 1 2 or 13 yonro of ago ,"1on I fi rst met Soxton lll<lko nn d Tinkor . I rino in hoopitnl :uid ono of my fol l0t1 pct io nto lent co a vor y cn rly cop y of tho "!3oy' s Fri ond Library" c~llod , I baliovc , oomcthing like " So:x;!;vn Bl :,k c ' s Secr et" . I f ound thi o mo ot intorootin g and sta rt c l o~kin g r ound for mer o otori os of t ho sQl!!o cha r::.ct ur s . I th en found th o "Union J nck " ,,t,i c:h I read qu ite of'ton u1til it boC:)lil.0 ''Tho Doto ct i v c ·.1oal:ly 11
• I ,-r.sn 't .:1 r ogul :J.r r e.odor so cu ch n:, one -ono kept in tou ch rt.i.t h d1nt 1,ns .:inpponi ng - if y ou kno u ,;ha t I mon.n. S;inc o thcn I h avo been c. r on dor ( otill , I nm .::!r aid , not regula rly, but r ot hor ,:p:1,rnodic nll y ) of tho " Soxton Bla ke Li br n ,y ". 

I l iko t ho Hlak o sto ri cs. It ' s just thnt I h :ivo novor hnd tico to r ood a• =.n y of thao "·" I ,.ould rlis h . You ,Jill oco t ha t I am not Blok o expert onoue,1 to ,.ri t o tho ordi n:,cy typo of cont r ibuti on to DlD.kiano , but I d o hop~ tlu-.t th -coo r ::!thor r oo bl ing not oa rJ:i.ll in t or oot r ondo r s of tho oocti on. Thcy,-":7ill, at o.ny rnto o.ns wor soco o f th o quootion, ,L~uric o llond uokod in th o Fcbr unry 1952 ism,o of' c.D. ~.nd ohow that th e Bl e.kinnn soctio n u, ul d bo grontly ciso cd i f i t uoro di s continu od. 
I ,ir.s gl nd to h ea r of th o f ornr. ti on of t h o .;exton :U~r.o circle . Of courso , su ch pci,p lo ::iro oxporto , but t hei r :find :inga d. 11 bo of intorost t o c ony c oro 11\ymcn l ik, myaolf. Tho kind of th ings I , . .,uld lik o to kno" ::ro 

th oso :- Ullo inv ontod Soxton Blclco? And -dlon? Hou can; :,utho r s hcvc cont r ibutod to th o aagi,.? ',"ho h na written 
cost :1b.>ut hin? I e.sk a bout tho nt1:1bor of a ,?thor s boc nuso 



I r ocontly r on d :i sugg esti on of ono hundred and oc sure 
th at thoro cu,t b o r.ior o t ln n th:it. I snt do ,.n th o other 
ovoning to ouo ho·., ca ny I co uld roaaabor and ucoul d roc ol
lcct th o =o a of ovor 30 ,rl. th out :,ny roforonco. Of 
oourso, I rcr .liso th ::,t th oso =>os =Y noko a los:, t ot al 
of :,ctw.l " u!;hor s o•7ing to tho uso of pon-=oo , but I 
cort ainl y trould h r.VO tlj ought thoro ,,ore co ro th an tho 
su ggost od nmbor. 

A~in , perhaps I'c ttrong h or o, but I'v o got an 
:iJJpro39ion tlmt th or o ,.cs at lo n ,rl; 011> •:.<>oun a uthor :,/:long 
tha,,. It ,ins round :ol:out tho ti co vhon th o "lklion J " ck" 
hod u cocp etiti on f or a n c,, Soxton Blako ,rtory nnd I'vo 
g:,t an :iJJpros si on th::rt oitho r tho Tlinning ontry o r one of 
th o storioa pu bli,nod r ound about th o soco ti.c o ,,as by a 
,;,ican. Jc I ri et,t hero or h:!..v o I llJ)t cixod up soco
,jior o? 

Uy f r.vourit o ll].:,ko storios? •gol l , I've got no 
hosi t:i tion horo, cy f nVourit<i stori e s ,·roro those that noro 
,ritten by tho l ute Clr1yn Evans. 'I'ho style ,·,as so re froall 
ing nnd his c!u, mctors so reoJ.. I rt1ao mber particul a rly 
tho Onion lien serios and tho rrc.y in ,mich Ur. Ew.ns' 
contribution of t ho Trom sor iu mis linkod Ta th his otm 
sarios . other f :ovouri t c s 1>0re th o storios of Goor ge 
1:arsden PllDD or, tho ilaldo sorios nnd the ilirvnna ya rns. 
I also lik ed tho stories th e.t :opµou r od in tho "Dot octive 
Wookly" conc or!'ling n r:rt n rclc:isod froc pr iro n r.bo tried 
to got his o ,n ln clc on all concornod ,:r.i.th h i s :wprioon 
nont by giv in E; thee a do sc o f their "' ·" u odicin o. I 
f or got tho t it l es or c:utho r. 

Ono little t hing puzzles ue . I n t ho f irst sorios 
o f o.w. Nigo]. Bloko is i nt r oduced c:s if for tho first tino 
Woll, in thnt very first lll.uko '1tory I ovor rend (the B.F,l. 
story I referred to) Bl.-.ko ms up n{;',inst a cro ok ,;ith a 
groat f :u:,il y rosecbl u nce t,, hinsolf :ind it is oy i.rJprossioz 
th at it 110s n rol ntion. Cc,n C1nyon o oxplr.i n i f thi s •.10ro 
so? 

I h nvo to roly on aoao ry for no :rt of oy U.J!s e'tc 
dostr oyod in th e bl i t•• 

llol7 to t ho present day Bl."11:o ctorio s . I don't 
t hink th '.lt oany of th coo c.r o to to th o old st:,ndt:rd . I 
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Jai s s th o old cbo.r nct<>r .. It ,nsn ro :, l tr oa t, a bout n yo~ 
or so ago, to r 0:1d on o in which Loon Kostral. ,ns c ontiono d 
:,s on o £rot> ,moc Blnko had l e:,rod much concerni ng tho art 
of disgu:iso. It = s o.l so good t o r ond, somo,mo re nbout th~ 
S:lJl O ti.co, t h:l t Tinkor ha d to bo lo!'t to cn n-y on soco 
inv orlis, .ti on on hi s om bo cc.use B:l.ako \ll'.ls o f f on n 
GovoMlDc:nt ci s si on. Thi s ,ins n littl o ~ou ch cf trnditi on 
t oo t I liked V'Jry C ucbo 

-.-. -. -.-.-.-.-.-r .-.. r • -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-,-.-.-.-.-.-
'lbo f ore g oing f ontur o tn o contribut od by n n ou fri on d to 
our png os~ lfr. stnnl oy SOith of lo aing sto ko. Obviousl y 
ho is on o of ua nnd t nlk d nbo ut nl l t ho th in go wo t:ill: 
:,bout d u:ri m, c o at or dl on ,,o co rrollJ) ond, I t h ink th :;:,0 
por son:, l r oobl ings cnk o up t ho c os t int or osting p :,gos o f 
m al:i ann dnd fo r t oo t ronson I = going to su i:;gos t th a t 
SOJJoono urit o n sh,ort n rticlo rq,lyin g to al l iir

0 
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quori os an d, it th oy lil:o, cn king suc;gos tion s t lioJJsolv cs , 
In n latt or I.Ir. Snith i,sk s cn ny quo sti on s of Bl.:iki:l nn. 
Hero or o n t ow. . How C:'.QIY of th o f OllOus ch :ira c:tors uo ro 
fi JT.l ly r ound od up nnd hou 1'.l:lny \"/Cr e · 1 ort i n "thin i,ir "? 
Wlu,t lul s hnpp onod to th o s:.1t1ll bncksr- otmd chc rnct ors i:~ 
tho ol d .;l k o sto r fos Z Hos Bl :ik o st ill a ;,riv nt o c u s ot:"1? 
'ialor o i s J.!nry .Ann Cluppina ? 

I no going to a sk ono of our old est contributors to 
ur it o o. r oply to this intor o st ing f eat ur e by St o.nlo y S:lit ~

1 
en d h ope th c t ho wil l bo nbl o to do so b of or o our no xt 
i s suo 11):)os to pro s e. 

Ho Ko Bond0 

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- .- .... -.-.-.-.-. -. -. -. -.-.-. -. -. -.-. -.-.-.-
LATE NEWS: 

Enterprising Midland O. B.B.C . had greQt 
meeting 28th April, with C. H.Chapme.n, J.:aurice 
Down (1ast Editor !J.agnet and Gem) and Len Paok
man as guests. Beport next month . 



BY WALT.JR r:.,ma. 

Cbpptor Ton. 
A1'tor till, Bl!llco is a trnckor of oritlinale, not a 

huntor of stage. In fnirnoss to tho author, houo,,or, it 
curl bo ndllitted thnt his story, sot in tho nil.de of 
Ell!Joor, ro s vory ,.'O).l ,ri tton. 

Thero have bosn tinny oasoe donling v.l.th Saxton Blnk• 
cm tho Turf, but none bot tor tbnn tboao iilich t\pponro4 
in the Ed,-.::r~ om nnd '<71'itten for tho UNI<l'I JJCK by 
Arthur s. Hr.rd>'• Thoro UD8 "Tho Affnir of tho ROfol Hunt " 
Cup" (No. 296); "Soxt on Bl!llco, BoobJalcer" (No. 308) I 
"Tho Rru:ing World" (No. 311) 1 nll publioh od in 19091 
'"llorllod Off" (No. 326) nnd •soxton BJ.ate, 'l'rn:l.nor" (No. 
343), mioh apj>oorod in 1910 . lin ybo Arthur s. Hardy 
ms not quite in tho Nnt Gould clnse, but ho could convay 
tho atcouphoro of tho Turf r.-:inrbbly '1011, and dlothor 
ho t ook you to NOllCOrkot, to Epeoo, to -'-t, or to 
Oooqwo d, y ou ronlly folt ns if you woro actunlly on 
thoso far.ious oouraos, oingling with tho orotad nnd wtoh
ing tho honoa flying pairt tho post. Lator UNIOH JNJK 
storio• micb fonttrod BJ.ako in t\ siul.lnr atcosphore , 
th o oajority of dlicJi ,10ro ,rittC11 by lo!nrlc Oeborl)O, wre 
rxrt l!Onrly so good cs thoso just r ofo rrod to, at ionst, 
not in ey opinion . 

It ,-:,ul.d require tho entire pngos of a c.D. »mual to 
BP ovor ooro oooplotoly and sntisfactorily thollo 
Edmrdilln storioeJ lioitntion of upnco oust nocoss=Uy 
cut this survoy of that poriod dom considerab ly; but 
DE>ntion oust bo node of orio of tho bes& ( in oy op:i.'4on 
it roe ffli best) Dlako ndvont ure. -.ilicb apponrod in ' 'tho N 
quiat, loisuroly deyo , tho days mon honeoo cabs and hors,. 
driven bueoe wre n folrl..liaJ' sil#lr in tho etroots a nd 111h 
tho first aor opl'nnes aver built wro just beginning to 
f'l:f throu@Jl i,pnoo, to tho thrilling fnscinatio n of the 
young and tho nerv ous forebodings ot tho aged. The 
Birth ct Aviat:1.onl Such ms tho thmo of 01111 of the 
finest stories aver \lritten by !.fnx'l1011;.Scott, 'dlich not 
only tcotured Selcton Blake nnd Tinko:r,,_ but Nelson Loo and 
Nipper t oo. Chgpts ll pill appogr noxt wnth. 


